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Research and critical revision of the treatise Haqiqa al-Nafs (the truth
of soul) by Mulla Hassan Lahiji*

Mohammadreza Gorgin *
Reza Hessari?

Hamed Naji Esfahani 3

Abstract

Hakim Mulla Hassan Lahiji is a sage and jurist of the Safavid era, and one of
the students of Faiz Kashani and Qazi Saeed Qommi, who left more than thirty
treatises and books in various fields such as theology, philosophy, jurisprudence,
hadith and prayer. He wrote the treatise Haqgiga al-nafs (the truth of soul) in
refutation of the words of those who deny the separation of the rational soul.
Therefore, he first explained their speech and then tried to analyze and examine
their content. At the beginning, Hakim Lahiji states that it is appropriate to
define a human being by his abstract essence or his rational soul. In his view,
the meaning of animal applies to a material human being as a species, but such
a meaning will not apply due to the fact that the human being in the world of
reason is devoid of status, place, etc. He does not use the famous definition
of sages to define the rational; Because this definition cannot make a clear
distinction between humans and celestial souls. Therefore, he tries to provide
another definition that is only specific to humans. This article examines the
views of Hakim Lahiji and shows some of the shortcomings of his views. Also,
at the end, the revised version of Haqgiga al-Nafs (the truth of soul) treatise is
presented.

Keywords: human being, rational soul, celestial souls, separate intelligence,
Hakim Lahiji.
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